
    

The Iowa Advisory Council on Automated Transportation is intended to increase 
roadway safety, personal mobility, and freight movement within the state of Iowa by 
advancing highly automated vehicle technologies. The Council provides guidance, 
recommendations, and strategic oversight of automated transportation activities in the 
state. The structure of the ATC Press Clippings is done to align with the 
subcommittees and working groups that exist for the Council while aiming to keep the 
Council and other interested parties informed. Learn more at iowadrivingav.org/  

 
Articles and upcoming events 
 
April 28, 2025 

Infrastructure Readiness 

JTA Opens Autonomous Innovation Center, Unveils Service Name for 
Autonomous Vehicle Program – Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) 

JTA has opened the Autonomous Innovation Center (AIC) and unveiled NAVI 
(Neighborhood Autonomous Vehicle Innovation) for its autonomous vehicle 
program. NAVI will operate from the AIC, serving as the command center for 
Jacksonville's autonomous mobility fleet. 

JTA will reserve 100 self-driving Holon vehicles – Jacksonville Today 

JTA has ordered 100 autonomous transit shuttles from Holon for its Ultimate Urban 
Circulator program, starting with the Bay Street Innovation Corridor. Service is set 
to begin in 2027. 
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Tech That’s Transforming Work Zones – Roads & Bridges 

The article discusses various technologies transforming work zones to enhance 
safety and efficiency. Innovations include wearable devices that monitor workers' 
health, automated flagging systems, and smart traffic cones that communicate with 
vehicles. 

WORLD FIRST: Vehicle control using intelligent infrastructure pilot – Traffic 
Technology Today 

Vitronic has launched managed automated driving (MAD) in urban areas, the 
world's first research project for managed automated driving in urban areas. The 
project uses intelligent infrastructure with sensors, AI, and cloud systems to 
remotely control vehicles, aiming to improve road safety and efficiency.  

City of Albuquerque turns to AI to help warn drivers of pedestrians on 
Central – KRQE News 

The City of Albuquerque is using AI to help warn drivers of pedestrians on Central 
Avenue. The Pedestrian Activated Warning System (PAWS) uses AI-powered lights 
to detect when people are crossing the street and alert drivers. 

 

Policy & Legislation 

Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Unveils New Automated Vehicle 
Framework as Part of Innovation Agenda – U.S. Department of Transportation 

The NHTSA's new Automated Vehicle Framework prioritizes safety by streamlining 
crash reporting, expands the Automated Vehicle Exemption Program to include 
domestically produced vehicles, and facilitates the commercial deployment of 
automated vehicles to enhance safety and mobility. This initiative aims to promote 
American automotive ingenuity and strengthen domestic manufacturing. 

California DMV Releases Updated Autonomous Vehicle Regulations – California 
DMV 

The California DMV's updated regulations for autonomous vehicles (AVs) include 
requirements for testing and deploying AVs weighing 10,001 pounds or more. 
These regulations enhance data reporting and update protocols for AV interactions 
with first responders, ensuring stringent safety standards before deployment.  

CT lawmakers seek to add connected vehicle data to state privacy law – WSHU 
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Connecticut lawmakers are proposing to expand the state's data privacy laws to 
include data collected by connected vehicles. The bill aims to close loopholes in the 
2023 Data Privacy Act and ensure consumer rights are protected.  

China bans 'smart' and 'autonomous' driving terms from vehicle ads – Reuters 

China has banned the use of terms like "smart driving" and "autonomous driving" in 
vehicle ads following a fatal accident involving a Xiaomi sedan. Automakers must 
now get government approval before updating advanced driver-assistance systems. 

Teamsters Ask CA Legislators to Back Bill Requiring Human Operators for 
Autonomous Delivery Vehicles – Yahoo! News 

The Teamsters union is urging California legislators to support AB 33, which would 
require human operators for autonomous delivery vehicles to protect jobs and 
ensure public safety. Tech industry groups argue the bill could hinder innovation 
and is unnecessary.  

 

Economic Development 

Waymo reports 250,000 paid robotaxi rides per week in U.S. – CNBC 

Waymo is now providing over 250,000 paid robotaxi rides per week in the U.S., up 
from 200,000 in February. This growth follows expansions into Austin and the San 
Francisco Bay Area, with partnerships to scale operations. 

Uber, Volkswagen pair up to launch robotaxi service in US with self-driving, 
electric microbuses – TechCrunch 

Uber and Volkswagen are launching a robotaxi service in the U.S. using self-
driving, electric VW ID. BUZZ microbuses. The service will start in Los Angeles by 
late 2026, initially with human safety operators, transitioning to fully driverless 
vehicles in 2027. 

Bot Auto Forms Strategic Advisory Board to Accelerate Transformative Vision for 
American Logistics – PR Newswire 

Bot Auto, an autonomous trucking company, has formed a Strategic Advisory Board 
to accelerate its vision for transforming American logistics. The board includes 
leaders in transportation, innovation, policy, and finance, aiming to enhance the 
safety, reliability, and cost-efficiency of autonomous trucking. 

Nissan Self-Driving Cars to Use AI Tech From British Startup – IOT World Today 
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Nissan will use AI technology from British startup Wayve in its next-generation 
driver assistance features. The upgraded ProPILOT system, available from fiscal 
year 2027, will include Wayve's software, Ground Truth Perception tech, and lidar 
sensors. 

Driving Economic Growth: How Autonomous Vehicles Are Powering America’s 
Future – Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (AVIA) 

Autonomous vehicles are projected to capture up to half of all shared mobility 
revenue by 2040, amounting to $2.3 trillion annually. They have the potential to 
create hundreds of thousands of new jobs, reduce costs for car ownership, 
maintenance, and insurance, and improve fuel efficiency. 

 

Public Safety & Enforcement 

Gatik’s Safety Case and Functional Safety Approaches Underwent Independent 
Assessment from TÜV SÜD as part of an Industry-First Third-Party 
Review – Gatik 

Gatik's safety case and approach to functional safety have received independent 
validation from TÜV SÜD. This marks a significant milestone for Gatik as it prepares 
to deploy driverless trucks at scale in 2025. The validation ensures that Gatik's 
safety practices meet rigorous standards, setting a new benchmark for the 
autonomous vehicle industry. 

DUI arrest of driver police say was sleeping in Tesla on autopilot may be CT's 
first – CT Insider 

A 19-year-old from New York was arrested for DUI in Connecticut after being found 
asleep at the wheel of a Tesla on autopilot. This incident highlights the risks of 
relying on autopilot while impaired, as drivers must remain alert and ready to take 
control. 

How safe is safe enough? That's the question for autonomous vehicles – Axios 

Autonomous vehicle companies are grappling with the question of how safe is safe 
enough for deployment. Without federal regulations, AV companies self-regulate 
and determine their own safety standards. Aurora Innovation plans to launch 
driverless trucks in Texas this month, using a structured safety case to demonstrate 
their readiness. Transparency and data are crucial for building public trust in 
autonomous vehicles, but consumer fears persist. 
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Kia first OEM to install real-time emergency alerts via TLEX – Traffic Technology 
Today 

Kia is the first automaker to install real-time emergency alerts via the TLEX 
platform. This technology allows Kia vehicles to receive Emergency Vehicle Alert 
(EVA) messages, notifying drivers when emergency vehicles are nearby to 
enhance road safety. 

AVIA Joins the Governors Highway Safety Association – Autonomous Vehicle 
Industry Association (AVIA) 

The Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (AVIA) has joined the Governors 
Highway Safety Association (GHSA) to enhance road safety and support the safe 
deployment of autonomous vehicles. 

 

Research, Development, Testing & Evaluation 

Assessment of Pedestrian Safety and Driver Behavior Near an Automated 
Vehicle (MnDOT Research Report) - Nichole Morris, University of Minnesota 

A study on the Med City Mover (MCM), a low-speed automated shuttle in 
Rochester, MN, revealed increased risks of overtaking and multiple threat passing 
near the MCM. These behaviors may lead to pedestrian-involved, sideswipe, and 
rear-end crashes. To enhance safety, AV developers should focus on better 
communication interfaces, consistent speeds with traffic, and reducing queue sizes. 

Tesla begins ‘FSD Supervised’ ride-hail tests with employees in Austin, Bay 
Area – TechCrunch 

Tesla is testing its "FSD Supervised" ride-hail service with employees in Austin and 
the Bay Area. The service uses Full Self-Driving technology with a safety driver and 
aims to launch robotaxis in Austin this June. 

Ohio and Indiana Test Partially Automated Truck Platooning – Government 
Technology 

Ohio and Indiana are testing partially automated truck platooning on Interstate 70 
between Columbus and Indianapolis. The lead truck controls the speed and 
direction, while the following truck automatically steers, accelerates, and brakes. 
Professional drivers are present in both trucks to take over if needed.    

See photos of new self-driving shuttle roaming downtown West Palm 
Beach – Yahoo Tech 
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A new self-driving shuttle in downtown West Palm Beach, operated by Guident, 
runs a one-mile route connecting the Brightline train station and a nearby parking 
garage. The shuttle seats eight passengers and includes emergency shutoff 
buttons, with a human operator using an Xbox controller for manual steering if 
needed. 

 

Upcoming Events 

CTS Webinar: Pedestrian Safety and Driver Behavior Near an Automated 
Vehicle 
Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota 
April 30 
1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Presenters: 
Nichole Morris - University of Minnesota 
Tara Olds - Minnesota Department of Transportation Connected and 
Automated Vehicles Office 

Mcity 2.0: Remote AV Testing 
ITS America 
May 13 
1:00 p.m. 

Presenters: 
Guarev Pandey – Texas A&M University 
Jeff Ban – University of Washington 
Sam Abuelsamid – Telemetry 

  

Iowa Advisory Council on Automated Transportation Meeting 
Tuesday, April 29 from 10 am - 1 pm  

Infrastructure Readiness 

JTA Opens Autonomous Innovation Center, Unveils Service Name for 
Autonomous Vehicle Program – Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) 

JTA has opened the Autonomous Innovation Center (AIC) and unveiled NAVI 
(Neighborhood Autonomous Vehicle Innovation) for its autonomous vehicle 
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program. NAVI will operate from the AIC, serving as the command center for 
Jacksonville's autonomous mobility fleet. 

JTA will reserve 100 self-driving Holon vehicles – Jacksonville Today 

JTA has ordered 100 autonomous transit shuttles from Holon for its Ultimate Urban 
Circulator program, starting with the Bay Street Innovation Corridor. Service is set 
to begin in 2027. 

Tech That’s Transforming Work Zones – Roads & Bridges 

The article discusses various technologies transforming work zones to enhance 
safety and efficiency. Innovations include wearable devices that monitor workers' 
health, automated flagging systems, and smart traffic cones that communicate with 
vehicles. 

WORLD FIRST: Vehicle control using intelligent infrastructure pilot – Traffic 
Technology Today 

Vitronic has launched managed automated driving (MAD) in urban areas, the 
world's first research project for managed automated driving in urban areas. The 
project uses intelligent infrastructure with sensors, AI, and cloud systems to 
remotely control vehicles, aiming to improve road safety and efficiency.  

City of Albuquerque turns to AI to help warn drivers of pedestrians on 
Central – KRQE News 

The City of Albuquerque is using AI to help warn drivers of pedestrians on Central 
Avenue. The Pedestrian Activated Warning System (PAWS) uses AI-powered lights 
to detect when people are crossing the street and alert drivers. 

 

Policy & Legislation 

Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Unveils New Automated Vehicle 
Framework as Part of Innovation Agenda – U.S. Department of Transportation 

The NHTSA's new Automated Vehicle Framework prioritizes safety by streamlining 
crash reporting, expands the Automated Vehicle Exemption Program to include 
domestically produced vehicles, and facilitates the commercial deployment of 
automated vehicles to enhance safety and mobility. This initiative aims to promote 
American automotive ingenuity and strengthen domestic manufacturing. 
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California DMV Releases Updated Autonomous Vehicle Regulations – California 
DMV 

The California DMV's updated regulations for autonomous vehicles (AVs) include 
requirements for testing and deploying AVs weighing 10,001 pounds or more. 
These regulations enhance data reporting and update protocols for AV interactions 
with first responders, ensuring stringent safety standards before deployment.  

CT lawmakers seek to add connected vehicle data to state privacy law – WSHU 

Connecticut lawmakers are proposing to expand the state's data privacy laws to 
include data collected by connected vehicles. The bill aims to close loopholes in the 
2023 Data Privacy Act and ensure consumer rights are protected.  

China bans 'smart' and 'autonomous' driving terms from vehicle ads – Reuters 

China has banned the use of terms like "smart driving" and "autonomous driving" in 
vehicle ads following a fatal accident involving a Xiaomi sedan. Automakers must 
now get government approval before updating advanced driver-assistance systems. 

Teamsters Ask CA Legislators to Back Bill Requiring Human Operators for 
Autonomous Delivery Vehicles – Yahoo! News 

The Teamsters union is urging California legislators to support AB 33, which would 
require human operators for autonomous delivery vehicles to protect jobs and 
ensure public safety. Tech industry groups argue the bill could hinder innovation 
and is unnecessary.  

 

Economic Development 

Waymo reports 250,000 paid robotaxi rides per week in U.S. – CNBC 

Waymo is now providing over 250,000 paid robotaxi rides per week in the U.S., up 
from 200,000 in February. This growth follows expansions into Austin and the San 
Francisco Bay Area, with partnerships to scale operations. 

Uber, Volkswagen pair up to launch robotaxi service in US with self-driving, 
electric microbuses – TechCrunch 

Uber and Volkswagen are launching a robotaxi service in the U.S. using self-
driving, electric VW ID. BUZZ microbuses. The service will start in Los Angeles by 
late 2026, initially with human safety operators, transitioning to fully driverless 
vehicles in 2027. 
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Bot Auto Forms Strategic Advisory Board to Accelerate Transformative Vision for 
American Logistics – PR Newswire 

Bot Auto, an autonomous trucking company, has formed a Strategic Advisory Board 
to accelerate its vision for transforming American logistics. The board includes 
leaders in transportation, innovation, policy, and finance, aiming to enhance the 
safety, reliability, and cost-efficiency of autonomous trucking. 

Nissan Self-Driving Cars to Use AI Tech From British Startup – IOT World Today 

Nissan will use AI technology from British startup Wayve in its next-generation 
driver assistance features. The upgraded ProPILOT system, available from fiscal 
year 2027, will include Wayve's software, Ground Truth Perception tech, and lidar 
sensors. 

Driving Economic Growth: How Autonomous Vehicles Are Powering America’s 
Future – Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (AVIA) 

Autonomous vehicles are projected to capture up to half of all shared mobility 
revenue by 2040, amounting to $2.3 trillion annually. They have the potential to 
create hundreds of thousands of new jobs, reduce costs for car ownership, 
maintenance, and insurance, and improve fuel efficiency. 

 

Public Safety & Enforcement 

Gatik’s Safety Case and Functional Safety Approaches Underwent Independent 
Assessment from TÜV SÜD as part of an Industry-First Third-Party 
Review – Gatik 

Gatik's safety case and approach to functional safety have received independent 
validation from TÜV SÜD. This marks a significant milestone for Gatik as it prepares 
to deploy driverless trucks at scale in 2025. The validation ensures that Gatik's 
safety practices meet rigorous standards, setting a new benchmark for the 
autonomous vehicle industry. 

DUI arrest of driver police say was sleeping in Tesla on autopilot may be CT's 
first – CT Insider 

A 19-year-old from New York was arrested for DUI in Connecticut after being found 
asleep at the wheel of a Tesla on autopilot. This incident highlights the risks of 
relying on autopilot while impaired, as drivers must remain alert and ready to take 
control. 
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https://www.ctinsider.com/capitalregion/article/dui-arrest-tesla-driver-autopilot-ct-first-police-20289995.php?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ctinsider.com/capitalregion/article/dui-arrest-tesla-driver-autopilot-ct-first-police-20289995.php?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


How safe is safe enough? That's the question for autonomous vehicles – Axios 

Autonomous vehicle companies are grappling with the question of how safe is safe 
enough for deployment. Without federal regulations, AV companies self-regulate 
and determine their own safety standards. Aurora Innovation plans to launch 
driverless trucks in Texas this month, using a structured safety case to demonstrate 
their readiness. Transparency and data are crucial for building public trust in 
autonomous vehicles, but consumer fears persist. 

Kia first OEM to install real-time emergency alerts via TLEX – Traffic Technology 
Today 

Kia is the first automaker to install real-time emergency alerts via the TLEX 
platform. This technology allows Kia vehicles to receive Emergency Vehicle Alert 
(EVA) messages, notifying drivers when emergency vehicles are nearby to 
enhance road safety. 

AVIA Joins the Governors Highway Safety Association – Autonomous Vehicle 
Industry Association (AVIA) 

The Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (AVIA) has joined the Governors 
Highway Safety Association (GHSA) to enhance road safety and support the safe 
deployment of autonomous vehicles. 

 

Research, Development, Testing & Evaluation 

Assessment of Pedestrian Safety and Driver Behavior Near an Automated 
Vehicle (MnDOT Research Report) - Nichole Morris, University of Minnesota 

A study on the Med City Mover (MCM), a low-speed automated shuttle in 
Rochester, MN, revealed increased risks of overtaking and multiple threat passing 
near the MCM. These behaviors may lead to pedestrian-involved, sideswipe, and 
rear-end crashes. To enhance safety, AV developers should focus on better 
communication interfaces, consistent speeds with traffic, and reducing queue sizes. 

Tesla begins ‘FSD Supervised’ ride-hail tests with employees in Austin, Bay 
Area – TechCrunch 

Tesla is testing its "FSD Supervised" ride-hail service with employees in Austin and 
the Bay Area. The service uses Full Self-Driving technology with a safety driver and 
aims to launch robotaxis in Austin this June. 

https://www.axios.com/2025/04/23/autonomous-vehicle-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.traffictechnologytoday.com/news/connected-vehicles-infrastructure/kia-first-oem-to-install-real-time-emergency-alerts-via-tlex.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://theavindustry.org/resources/blog/avia-joins-the-governors-highway-safety-association?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://mdl.mndot.gov/_flysystem/fedora/2025-01/2024-02.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://mdl.mndot.gov/_flysystem/fedora/2025-01/2024-02.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://techcrunch.com/2025/04/23/tesla-begins-fsd-supervised-ride-hail-tests-with-employees-in-austin-bay-area/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://techcrunch.com/2025/04/23/tesla-begins-fsd-supervised-ride-hail-tests-with-employees-in-austin-bay-area/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Ohio and Indiana Test Partially Automated Truck Platooning – Government 
Technology 

Ohio and Indiana are testing partially automated truck platooning on Interstate 70 
between Columbus and Indianapolis. The lead truck controls the speed and 
direction, while the following truck automatically steers, accelerates, and brakes. 
Professional drivers are present in both trucks to take over if needed.    

See photos of new self-driving shuttle roaming downtown West Palm 
Beach – Yahoo Tech 

A new self-driving shuttle in downtown West Palm Beach, operated by Guident, 
runs a one-mile route connecting the Brightline train station and a nearby parking 
garage. The shuttle seats eight passengers and includes emergency shutoff 
buttons, with a human operator using an Xbox controller for manual steering if 
needed. 

 

Upcoming Events 

CTS Webinar: Pedestrian Safety and Driver Behavior Near an Automated 
Vehicle 
Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota 
April 30 
1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Presenters: 
Nichole Morris - University of Minnesota 
Tara Olds - Minnesota Department of Transportation Connected and 
Automated Vehicles Office 

Mcity 2.0: Remote AV Testing 
ITS America 
May 13 
1:00 p.m. 

Presenters: 
Guarev Pandey – Texas A&M University 
Jeff Ban – University of Washington 
Sam Abuelsamid – Telemetry 

  

https://www.govtech.com/transportation/ohio-indiana-launch-automated-truck-platooning-test?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_Mrms6JlI5ZfStaTWHH4MCk0cY9ipCV3CABwsrpCyf4KX4il66U13tsa5khQwdZVspXUJ6YvCfJk5y13CWonSV39OvRA&_hsmi=356701409&utm_campaign=Newsletter+-+GT+-+GovTech+Today&utm_content=356699920&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tech.yahoo.com/transportation/articles/see-photos-self-driving-shuttle-145241373.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tech.yahoo.com/transportation/articles/see-photos-self-driving-shuttle-145241373.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cts.umn.edu/events/seminars/2025/safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cts.umn.edu/events/seminars/2025/safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://itsa-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UiIDs0JkSDyT8iyl_GoEpw?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration


Iowa Advisory Council on Automated Transportation Meeting 
Tuesday, April 29 from 10 am - 1 pm  
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